Dragon*Con 2011

Gimme the Bottom Line
Chesya Burke | Davey Beauchamp | Jack McDevitt (Pyr) | Mike Resnick (Pyr) | Peter David | Deborah Smith (BellBridge books – Editorial director and V.P. - track sponsor)
<Missed a fair portion of this one… about 25 minutes>
Publishers, especially when you are first starting out, aren’t going to promote your work. So you need to put your own work into it. It is hard to build a debut author. Anything you can do to give yourself an advantage will help you with the publishers.
Why should the publishers get 90% if they aren’t going to market?

Peter David – No reason not to.
Smith – Publishers do invest in every publisher, but we have limited resources and numbers of books that we can publish each year. Anything you can do to give yourself an advantage will make it more likely that you will be one of those published books.

What to do or not to do?

Continue writing. You need to keep putting out quality work.
Write what you know.
Say One thing
Peter David – Don’t quit your day job.
Davey Beauchamp – Support your local libraries

Deb Smith – Never give up, never surrender. Persistence pays.

? - Branding!

Jack McDevitt – Write something impossible for the screener to put down.

Mike Resnick – Have something of quality to sell.

Peter David referring to someone who writes ‘only for themselves’ – “Comparing what you do to what a writer does is like comparing masturbation to sex.”

*Writer’s Digest Guide to Literary Agents
