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Carole Nelson Douglas | Eugie Foster | John D. Ringo | Lynn Abbey |

Nancy L. Holder | Tracy Hickman
What for you makes a great character?
Voice. Flaws. Issues. Quirks.

Give your major characters small personality quirks associated with their personalities and situations. Only use that for the one character.

Sympathetic motivations. Whether good or bad, we need to understand their motives, especially in the case of villains. 

Hickman – In the movie “Air Force One”, had more sympathy for the villain than for the rest of the characters on screen.

Villains may be the hero of their own life. However, sometimes dominance and power IS their motivation and they revel in it.

Often when someone does you wrong, they have a ‘story’ in their head to justify what they’ve done.
What advice can you give about creating characters?

Steal! (Ringo) Watch people and note their traits.

Do character sketches as necessary.

Characters should have either: A.) Fear of loss or B.) Desire for X  - Then work backwards.
Torture your characters. (Foster) This has also been stated by Butcher in the past.

Sometimes minimalism is best, particularly depending upon the type of story you are writing and the specific genre/sub-genre you are writing in.

Dramatica Theory (Hickman)
Four throughlines in a plot:

Objective – The ‘distance’ view of the story.

Main character – Character events in the story.

Impact Character – Character with most influence on the main character.

Subjective story – The journey that the two characters make together through the story. The emotional aspect of the story.

General

Learn the rules before you break them.

Watch the difference between “I can’t believe she did that.” And “I don’t believe she did that.”
Ringo - Get to know people, the world, etc. Experience life.

Hickman - You have not yet written your best work. Finish what you’ve got now though.
How do you keep all of your characters from sounding like you trying to speak differently?

Hickman – I cast my story from famous actors in certain roles.
Break up the dialogue with other actions.

Reading it aloud.

Suggestions for writing characters of the opposite sex:
Ringo – Get a co-author.

Make two characters of the opposite sex and have them dialogue.

Get to know the opposite sex.

Voice of the omniscient narrator
Usually it is a 3rd person limited, not truly omniscient.
Be careful of what you are reading while writing.

“We write in the heat of passion. We edit to see the fire through the smoke.” - ?
*Note – Ringo said that the Shiva ‘Bun-bun’ was never intended to show up in the series! (

