Dragon*Con 2011

Crossing the Line: Too Much or Not Enough?
A. J. Hartley (Mystery for Berkeley, Fantasy for Tor)| Brent Weeks (Night Angel Trilogy) | Elizabeth Moon | Gary Kim Hayes (Moderator) | Nancy L. Holder (Horror and Dark Fantasy, ‘Wicked’ series) | Shelly Shapiro (Del-Ray editor for Star Wars and McAffrey worlds)
Given two markets: “Christian kittens collectors monthly” and “Big buckets of murder”, what do you consider for how bloody things get?
Moon – I write my stories and then look at the markets available. My first consideration is what the story needs.

What sensation or emotion are you trying to produce, particularly given the expected audience? This will help determine the ‘gore’ factor.
Shapiro – Editors do think about the market… for instance, part of the reason that lightsabers cauterize in the Star Wars films is because Lucas didn’t want it to be bloody and gory.

Character deaths should not be for shock value.

What is the point of having more ‘blood and guts’ in a story?
Keep in mind that someone in these situations isn’t thinking about ‘how much’ blood, gore, etc. They are thinking “am I going to survive”? They are feeling physical reactions to violence.
Moon – Kids in bad situations today don’t need to see more violence, they need to see that they can get over it, get beyond the violence and things they’ve seen or had done to them.
Paraphrase from a SWAT team trainer – “I have never seen someone die, no matter how appalling their actions, for whom someone didn’t weep.”

It can almost be like practice, seeing how someone in a story deals with awful situations.

You are allowing people to flirt with their own mortality.
There is a feeling of power and freedom to write it like it actually is.
If the situation is bad enough that violence would come, then you need to be real and honest about it and show how bad it is.
Weeks – Have something really awful happen early, then make the reader fear something worse in the rest of the book.
Clive Barker quote relayed by Holder – “The job of the writer is to go into the dark cave and tell the rest of the world what’s in it.”

Christian vampires – ‘Kiss’ series?
