Dragon*Con 2011

Should I go Through the Slushpile?
Jean Rabe | M. B. Weston | Melissa Ann Singer | Toni Weisskopf
Unagented submissions per year – Tor = 20k, publishes several hundred | Baen = 
Response time = 3-6 months for Tor | 

Odds are low. It will take a long time to get back to you, but it also does work.

Pitch sessions – for Baen (Toni) at least, it doesn’t really help.

Maybe 10% of writers are full-time.

Go for the big houses first. Don’t start with the smaller publishers and then try to work up.

For Baen, use a cover letter. Include:
Name of project, your name/address/email, subgenre/category, publication credits, if your work/job is related, include that (computer scientist with my one-shot). Credits can include journals, technical writing, etc.

Pretty hard on the word count – use word processor count, that’s fine.

“So you want to write a novel.” – Short animation about every rookie mistake you can possibly make. Look it up on YouTube.com! (
